OUR NEIGHBOURS

Is not my article on cThe Afghan Bogey1 an invita-
tion to the Afghans to invade the Indian border, and thus
do I not become a direct party to violence?   Thus a,;ks
Mr. Andrews. My article was written for Indians and lor
the Government. I do not believe the Afghans to W so
foolish as to invade India on the strength of my article.
But I see that it is capable of bearing the interpretation
put upon it by Mr. Andrews. I therefore hasten to inform,
all whom it may concern that not only do I not want   to
invite the Afghans or anybody to come to our assistance,
but am anxious for them not to come to our assistance. I
am quite confident of India's ability to settle with   the
Government without extraneous help.  Moreover,   I  am
interested in demonstrating the perfect possibility of attain-
ing our end only by non-violent means. I would therefore
strain every nerve to keep the Afghans out of the Indian
border. But my anxiety to keep them off the Indian border
will not go so far as to assist the Government with men or
money.

In my article I have put my position as clearly as
possible. For me the existing Government is the most in-
tolerable of all, it is the greatest danger to the manhood of
India, and I would welcome its re-formation at any cost.
It is my settled conviction that it is a godless Government,
That there are good Englishmen and good Indians connec-
ted with it makes it all the more dangerous for India. It
keeps the nation's eyes off the inherent evil of it. My attack
is not against individuals, it is directed against the system,
against the aggregate called the Government. The best of
Viceroys have been powerless to eradicate the poison of the
system. The poison is its foundation. Therefore I can re-
concile myself to all the worst that can happen to India in
the place of the present system.

What, however, I would do is totally different from
what I can do. I am sorry to have to confess that the

10